
“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the 
Law?”Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This 
is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is 
like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the 
Prophets hang on these two commandments.” (Matthew 
22:36-40, NIV)

Love God. Love People.

	� “Prayer may be defined as personal communication 
with God.” -Wayne Grudem

	� …your Father knows what you need before you ask him. 
(Matthew 6:8, NIV)

	� “Teacher, which command in God’s Law is the most 
important?” Jesus said, “‘Love the Lord your God with all 
your passion and prayer and intelligence.’This is the most 
important, the first on any list. But there is a second to set 
alongside it: ‘Love others as well as you love yourself.’ These 
two commands are pegs; everything in God’s Law and the 
Prophets hangs from them.” (Matthew 22:36-40, MSG)

Prayers Are Often Born Out of Times of Desperation.

Prayer Is Closely Tied to Expectation.

	� Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than 
all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at 
work within us,to him be glory in the church and in Christ 
Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 
(Ephesians 3:20-21)

	� They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone 
was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs 
performed by the apostles. All the believers were together 
and had everything in common. They sold property and 
possessions to give to anyone who had need. Every day 
they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They 
broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and 
sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all 
the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those 
who were being saved. (Acts 2:42-47, NIV)

(over)

	� They committed themselves to the teaching of the apostles, 
the life together, the common meal, and the prayers. 
Everyone around was in awe–all those wonders and signs 
done through the apostles! And all the believers lived in a 
wonderful harmony, holding everything in common. They 
sold whatever they owned and pooled their resources so 
that each person’s need was met. They followed a daily 
discipline of worship in the Temple followed by meals at 
home, every meal a celebration, exuberant and joyful, as 
they praised God. People in general liked what they saw. 
Every day their number grew as God added those who were 
saved. (Acts 2:42-47, MSG)

Prayer and People Grow a Church.

Love God. Love People.

	� Much Prayer. Much Power. Little Prayer. Little Power.  
No Prayer. No Power.

Love God. Love People.
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