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Message Notes

(Daniel 1:3-7) 3Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his
court officials, to bring into the king’s service some of the
Israelites from the royal family and the nobility—*young
men without any physical defect, handsome, showing
aptitude for every kind of learning, well informed, quick
to understand, and qualified to serve in the king’s palace.
He was to teach them the language and literature of the
Babylonians. °*The king assigned them a daily amount
of food and wine from the king’s table. They were to be
trained for three years, and after that they were to enter the
king’s service. “Among those who were chosen were some
from Judah: Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. "The
chief official gave them new names: to Daniel, the name
Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach;
and to Azariah, Abednego.

1. Itis an honor to be associated with God.

King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, sixty cubits
high and six cubits wide, and set it up on the plain of
Dura in the province of Babylon. He then summoned the
satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, judges,
magistrates and all the other provincial officials to come
to the dedication of the image he had set up. (Daniel 3:1-2)

“Whoever does not fall down and worship will
immediately be thrown into a blazing furnace.” (Daniel 3:6)

At this time some astrologers came forward and
denounced the Jews. They said to King Nebuchadnezzar,
“May the king live forever! Your Majesty has issued a
decree that everyone who hears the sound of the horn,
flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of music must fall
down and worship the image of gold, and that whoever
does not fall down and worship will be thrown into a
blazing furnace. But there are some Jews whom you have
set over the affairs of the province of Babylon—Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego—who pay no attention to you,
Your Majesty. They neither serve your gods nor worship
the image of gold you have set up.” (Daniel 3:8-12)

Now when you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither,
lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of music, if you are ready to
fall down and worship the image | made, very good. But if
you do not worship it, you will be thrown immediately into
a blazing furnace. Then what god will be able to rescue
you from my hand?” (Daniel 3:15)

2.

It is powerful to be associated with God.

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to him, “King
Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves
before you in this matter. If we are thrown into the
blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver us
from it, and he will deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand.
But even if he does not, we want you to know, Your
Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or worship the
image of gold you have set up.” Then Nebuchadnezzar
was furious with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego,
and his attitude toward them changed. He ordered
the furnace heated seven times hotter than usual and
commanded some of the strongest soldiers in his army
to tie up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and throw
them into the blazing furnace. (Daniel 3:16-21)



